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About 100 letters written by artist Gerta Ries Wiener to 
Mel Wacks, Director of the Jewish-American Hall of Fame, 
were contributed to the Archives of American Art, 
Smithsonian Institution in 2007. These letters discuss her 
creative process in producing eleven medals for the 
Jewish-American Hall of Fame over a 25-year period. 
Many of these letters include illustrations, photos, etc. In 
addition, there is an article “The Incredible Gerta Ries 
Wiener, that was published in Coin World in 1998. 
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It is,of course ,alweys a challenge to have to do @ 
&€00d portrait of «= person you have never seen ae 
Will never be able 59 ,See--painting or sculpture-- 
48 & portreit is,o2 should be,much more than « literal 
rendition of features, 

I have never seen Justice Brandeis,ara only knew that 
whoever had met him remerked on his strong likeress 

to President Lincoln, 

When I was asked to model a relief for a medal of 
Justice Brandeis I hed t5 rely on whatever kind of 
photos of his head I could obtain,end they were none 
too good for my purpose.Tey showed him either too young 
or too ol¢,and had:the lack of Character of mary 
newspaper portraits of prominent people.But having 

a strorg mentel image of the man from wheat he hea 

been and said, helped me,i hope,to express some of 

his personality through my work,though I rever wes 
privileged to meet him personally. 

The shape of the medal. W428 given,repeatirg the one 
Vietor Ries gave to the first medal ar the series 

of prominent Jewish Amerierns,ard I thought it 

fitti® +o &lso echo the style and arrangment of the 
guotation or the reverse Side of the medal of thet 

of VictorRies! design , 


Gerta Ries-Wiener 
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Mr. Mel Wacks 
20 Garden Circle 
Syosset, New York 11791 


Dear Mel: 


Enclosed is the sketch of changes for the Brandeis medal 
according to the suggestions of Victor Ries, namely, to 
move the face to the right and the lettering to the left. 
If some symbolism is needed on the portrait side, we 
could use the scales of justice or the flags of Israel 
and America, since Brandeis was the one who said that 
one of the best expressions of Americanism was Zionism. 


On the reverse side, Ries suggests removing the heavy 
lines and moving the words THE and OF MAN to the left 
or off center. He suggests that she make the eye and 
face more living. As it stands now the middle is not 
acceptable. I hope she can make the changes before she 
leaves next week. If not, we will have to wait until 
she returns in August. 


It was good talking to you and I will be making inquiries 
about the history series. Be sure to send the 20 medals 
we ordered. 
With warmest regards, I am 

Cordially, 


Pb 


Seymour Fromer 
Director 
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August 29,1976 


Dear Mel, 

it was very nice of you to show me the l.sample of my Szold 
medal that you receivedfrom the Medallic arts Co. 

You must have noticed that I did not like what I saw,and 

I know that you agree with mee.As it is unlikely that the 
flaws I object to will be less noticeable onee the medals 
are being struck in quantity, 1 do hope that something can 


be done to improve some of the more glaring imperfections. 


As you know, Medallic Arts made two plaster-of-paris 

frames for me when I startad the first medal for the 

Jewish Hall of Fame serNa;s0 that I eould model my 

reliefs inside these a So ce there would be no diffi- 
culty in fitting the back and front sides of the non- 
circular shape used in this series.I used these very frames 

for the Szold medal.So WHY did they have to add a piece 

to the bottom? And if,for some incomprehensible reason 

a piece had to be added,why not ask me to do it ?I wonder 
ifft is permissable to change the signed design of an 
artist without consulting him!The alteration made on this 

medal is so poorly executed that it will damage my repu- 
tation as an artist if it goes out like this.What can I 

or you do about it?Llet me know,please. Soont 


Best regards to you and your family 
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iS eNes ARTISTS, LTD. 40 WEST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10019 + (212) 556-5600 


CABLE INCREATIVE + TELEX 125422 
March. Sist;, 13981 


Gerta Reis-Wiener 
1320 Addison Street, Apt C-437 
Berkeley, California 94702 


Dear Miss Reis-Wiener: 


Thank you for your note of March 8th regarding your 
commission by the Judah Magnes Museum in Berkeley 

to make a medal honoring Isaac Stern for their series 
of famous Jewish-Americans. 


Inasmuch as this will be a commercial item to be sold 
by the Museum, Mr. Stern feels rather strange about 
being involved in this matter. 


I am enclosing the only photograph I have of Isaac Stern 


with a violin with the understanding that Mr. Stern 
does not wish to be involved in this undertaking. 


With best wishes. o\ 
Cordially, 


tee 


Lee Lamont 
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